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"This tailor, of course, saves me a lot of money because naturally
he does not charge Bond Street prices. "Were I to go into Savile Row
it would mean first a journey right down into London, then probably
a wait of six months or longer before I could have the suit and then
he would charge the price of a work of art."
"Only munition workers who have been doing overtime go to Bond
Street tailors nowadays. These pay in treasury notes. A police inspector
told me the other day that he found a coat with seven hundred pounds
in treasury notes and nobody claimed it. The man who lost it probably
didn't miss the notes or didn't think it worth while to claim them."
"Our rulers must learn to dress well. I'm all out for the democratic
evening-suit and if I went to Ascot I would sport the Royal grey with a
finicky pride of a Quaker. Let the discarded aristocrats and millionaires
put on their boiler suits, but the workers can only maintain power by
holding fast to fashion. Look how well the Bolsheviks look in their aristo-
cratic garb; fashion and convention have already taken the place of liberty
and fraternity."
"And you modelled your new suit on the one you had made thirty
years ago?"
"My uniform hasn't changed a bit except that my pockets are better
lined. I hear that Wells is on the way to Golders Green. He thinks that
humanity has missed the bus but he does not know that I am keeping the
bus waiting a bit by amusing the driver. How much longer I'll be able to
do it I don't know. It's fiin, great fun for the driver, but not for me.
"We've had a long innings, both of us, the difference between those who
have been influenced by us and those who have not is as the difference
between two epochs. You know Wells insisted on a martyr's crown
by staying in London right through the war, but this was denied him.
He will, probably, die of a gnat-bite like myself. How do you cope with
gnats ? I went to the chemist yesterday and he gave me something which
was to save me from perdition. I have asked him to send you the same.
I found that the stuff I have been using only attracted them all the more
and they have determined to make my life miserable. Every morning
I start from scratch for they have learnt from me how to get beneath the
skin and I suppose like me they are harmless enough. What they find in
me, I don't know, when there are so many juicy flesh-eaters of their
own kind they could have for the asking,"
I do not know how many works of art were destroyed in the